Reception Curriculum

Underpinning Themes

A Unique
Child

Positive
Relationships

Enabling
Environment

Learning and
Development
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EYFS Themes
A Unique Child:
• Home Visits
• Family Links
• Birthday Celebrations
• Look What I Can Do!
• My Learning Journey
• My Ideas, Creations and Interests

Positive Relationships:
• ARISE Values
• Belonging
• School Community
• Class Community
• Group Community
• My Teachers
• People Who Help Us
• My Friends
• Groups Outside School

Enabling Environments:
• Well planned and resourced indoor and outdoor spaces that
promote independence and which encourage
• Learning and Development
• Playing and Exploring
• Active Learning
• Creating and Thinking Critically
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Prime Areas
Area

Strand

Personal,
Social & Emotional Development

•
Self Regulation

•
•

•
Managing
Self

•
•

Building
Relationships

•
•
•

Communication and Language

•
Listening and
Attention

•
•

•
•
Speaking
•

Physical
Development

•
Gross
Motor Skills

•
•

•
Fine
Motor Skills

•
•

Children at the expected level of development will
Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to
regulate their behaviour accordingly;
Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and
control their immediate impulses when appropriate;
Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately
even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions
involving several ideas or actions.
Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and
perseverance in the face of challenge;
Explain the reason for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave
accordingly;
Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going
to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.
Work and play co-operatively and take turns with others;
Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.
Listen attentively and respond appropriately when being read to and during
whole class discussions
Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify
their understanding.
Hold conversations when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their
teacher and peers.
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when
appropriate.
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences,
including accurate use of past, present and future tenses and making use of
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and
others;
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and
climbing.
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod
grip in almost all cases;
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
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Specific Areas
Area

Strand

Children at the expected level of development will
•

Literacy

Comprehension

Word Reading

Expressive Arts and
Design

Understanding the World

Mathematics

Writing

Number

Numerical
Patterns
Past and
Present
People, Culture
and
Communities

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

The
Natural
World
Creating
with
Materials
Being
Imaginative
and Expressive

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;
Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in stories;
Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, nonfiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.
Say a sound for each letter of the alphabet and at least ten digraphs;
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge,
including some common exception words.
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing sounds with a letter or letters;
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;
Subtise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;
Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to
5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.
Count confidently beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;
Compare sets of objects up to 10 in different contexts, considering size and difference;
Explore and represent patterns with numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts
and how quantities can be distributed equally.
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their
experiences and what has been read in class;
Recall some important narratives, characters and figures from the past, encountered in books
read in class.
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories,
non-fiction texts and maps;
Know some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries,
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and, when appropriate, maps.
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals
and plants;
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them,
including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Draw and paint using a range of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with
colour, design, texture, form and function;
Share their creations, explaining the processes they have used;
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and
stories.
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others and, when appropriate, try to
move in time with the music.
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Autumn 1
All About Me
Core Texts

Core Texts

Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What
do you see?
Bill Maring Jr & Eric
Carlie

The Family Book
Todd Parr

How do dinosaurs
go to school?
Jane Yolen & Mark
Teague

Early Mathematical
Experiences

•
•
•
•

Mathematics
Description
Classifying objects based on one attribute
Matching equal and unequal sets
Comparing objects and sets
Ordering objects and sets

Pattern and Early
Number

•
•
•

Recognise, describe, copy and extend colour and size patterns
Count and represent the numbers 1-3
Estimate and check by counting

Numbers Within 6

•
•
•
•

Count up to six objects
One more, one fewer,
Order numbers 1-6
Conservation of numbers within six

Unit

Expected Band
N/A

Phonics
Descriptor
Children will be taught phonics daily in their class groups where they will focus on
•
Learning the Speed Sounds
•
Oral blending and segmenting (Fred Talk)
•
Word Time
•
Listening and attention activities
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Autumn 1
All About Me
Physical Education
Suggested Activities

Topic
•
•
•

Movement & Travelling

Dance

Responding to signals
Speed and direction
Different ways of moving

Personal, social, and emotional development (incidentally and explicitly taught)
Self-regulation
Managing Self
Building relationships
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to school, rules, values and routines.
To adapt their behaviour to different events.
Develop sense of self and ability to identify how I am unique.
Build relationships with peers and key adults and respond to others’ feelings.
To describe themselves and their family members.
To invite others to play

Specialist Subjects
Music

Spanish
Animals and Likes

Faith

Outdoor Learning

Bring the Noise! Sonic explorers and
sound hunts.

Exploring and Enjoying Nature:
Natural art / Outdoor games /
Nature stories

Religious Education – Hinduism
Religious Stories
Religious Times
Rama and Sita

Religious Figures

Diwali

Ganesh

Subject Specific
Science

Understanding the World
History

Exploration and
investigation of the
school grounds

Sequencing:
My life so far

Geography

PSED
Focused Circle Time

Knowing my school

New Beginnings

Expressive Arts & Design

Art/DT
Drawing Techniques
Self-portraits

Excursion

•

Exploring and investigating the school environment
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Autumn 2
Out and About
Core Texts

Traditional Tale

We're going on a
bear hunt
Michael Rosen

Little Red Riding
Hood

The Jolly
Christmas
Postman
Janet and Allan
Ahlberg

Mathematics
Description

Unit
Addition and
Subtraction
Within 6

•
•

Explore zero
Explore addition and subtraction

Measures

•

Estimate, order, compare, discuss and explore capacity, weights and lengths

Shape and Sorting

•
•

Describe and sort 3-D shapes
Describe position accurately

Expected Band
There is an expectation
that all pupils will be
reading Ditties by the end
of Autumn 2

Phonics
Descriptor
Pupils will be assessed on their phonic awareness and will then be grouped across the year group
for a programme of carefully structured daily RWI phonics lessons. These groups will be ability
based.
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Autumn 2
Out and About
Physical Education
Suggested Activities

Topic
•
•

Moving to
Movement

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt themed movement and dance
Music and movement sessions with seasonal themes

Personal, social, and emotional development (incidentally and explicitly taught)
Self-regulation
Managing Self
Building relationships
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop an awareness of festivals and celebrations within their own culture and that of others.
Begin to describe similarities and differences between themselves and others.
To make links with and describe their own experiences eg their birthday.
Express preferences in relation to experiences eg favourite porridge topping, pumpkin tasting.
To explain/talk about boundaries and routines to others
To respond to others’ feelings using language to articulate feelings
To organise games and make plans to play with others/independently

Spanish

Specialist Subjects
Music

Introducing Myself

Rehearsal and performance

Faith

Outdoor Learning
Outdoor Adventure: We’re going
on a Bear Hunt

Religious Education – Christianity
Religious Stories
Religious Times
David and Goliath

Christmas

Religious Figures
Jesus

Subject Specific
Science
Exploration and
investigation of the
school grounds

Understanding the World
History
The local area
(Past and present)

Geography

PSED
Focused Circle Time

Where I live

Good To Be Me

Expressive Arts & Design

Art/DT
Painting skills and
techniques

Excursion

•

Local area walks
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Spring 1
Blast Off!
Core Texts

Traditional Tale

Whatever Next!
Jill Murphy

Goldilocks and
the Three Bears

Aliens Love
Underpants
Claire Freedmand &
Ben Cort

Mathematics
Description

Unit
Numbers Within 10

•
•
•

Count up to ten objects
Represent, order and explore numbers to ten
One more or fewer, one greater or less

Addition and
Subtraction Within
10

•

Explore addition as counting on and subtraction as taking away

Numbers Within 15

•
•
•

Count up to 15 objects and recognise different representations
Order and explore numbers to fifteen
One more or fewer

Expected Band
There is an expectation
that all pupils will be
reading at least Red
Books 1-5 by the end of
Spring 1

Phonics
Descriptor
Pupils will continue to be assessed on their phonic awareness and will be grouped across the year
group to continue their programme of carefully structured daily RWI phonics lessons. These groups
will be ability based.
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Spring 1
Blast Off!
Physical Education
Suggested Activities

Topic
•
•
•

A Sense of Space

Parachute games
Space themed music and movement sessions
Goldilocks and the Three Bears themed movement and dance

Personal, social, and emotional development (incidentally and explicitly taught)
Self-regulation
Managing Self
Building relationships
•
•
•
•
•
•

Listen to the ideas of others and share knowledge and opinions towards learning.
Develop confidence to try a range of activities and explore new situations.
Adapt behaviour to a range of situations eg school trip to Science Museum.
To respond to others’ feelings using language to articulate feelings
To talk about and understand turn taking (especially in games with rules) and sharing
To begin to negotiate to solve problems

Spanish

Specialist Subjects
Music

Fruits and Likes

Musical Trailblazers - Mars

Faith

Outdoor Learning
Exploring and Enjoying Nature:
Sense-ational senses!

Religious Education – Judaism
Religious Stories
Religious Times
Noah and the Ark

Hannukah

Religious Figures
Moses

Subject Specific
Science

Understanding the World
History

Snow and ice
experiments

The First Lunar
Landing

Geography

PSED
Focused Circle Time

Our Planet

Friendship

Expressive Arts & Design

Art/DT
Printing techniques
Rocket creation and
planet making

Excursion

•

Visit to the Science Museum
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Spring 2
Growth and Life Cycles
Core Texts

Traditional Tale

The Teeny Weeny
Tadpole
Sheridan Cain & Jack
Tickle

Jack and the
Beanstalk

The Very Hungry
Caterpillar
Eric Carle

Mathematics
Description

Unit
Grouping and
Sharing

•
•
•

Counting and sharing in equal groups
Grouping into fives and tens
Relationship between grouping and sharing

Numbers Within 20

•
•
•

Count up to ten objects
Represent, order and explore numbers to fifteen
One more or fewer

Doubling and Halving

•
•

Doubling and halving
Relationship between

Expected Band
There is an expectation
that all pupils will be
reading at least Red
Books 6-10 by the end of
Spring 2

Phonics
Descriptor
Pupils will continue to be assessed on their phonic awareness and will be grouped across the year
group to continue their programme of carefully structured daily RWI phonics lessons. These groups
will be ability based.
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Spring 2
Growth and Life Cycles
Physical Education
Suggested Activities

Topic
•

Using Equipment

Developing skills using beanbags, balls, quoits and hoops

Personal, social, and emotional development (incidentally and explicitly taught)
Self-regulation
Managing Self
Building relationships
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop confidence to try a range of activities and explore new situations eg tasting vegetables.
To suggest how they would like to take their learning forward.
Develop friendships, how to be a good friend, how to play co-operatively, negotiate, solve problems and help others.
To notice and say when routines change
To be able to adapt behaviour when familiar routines change.
To make plans and often see them to fruition
To be able to modulate emotions and change behaviour to move forward

Specialist Subjects
Music

Spanish
Noah’s Ark

Faith

Outdoor Learning
Plants: Planting and growing food
plants / Planting and growing
sunflowers

Musical Trailblazers - Finlandia

Religious Stories

Religious Education
Religious Times

Prince Siddhartha and the
Swan

Wesak

Religious Figures
Siddhartha Gautama

Subject Specific
Science

Understanding the World
History

Life Cycles

Life Cycles

Expressive Arts & Design

Geography

PSED
Focused Circle Time

Flags

Changes

Collage techniques

Art/DT

Excursion – Mini-beast Hunt

•
•

Mini beast hunts and spring investigations of the
school grounds
Walk to Queens Park
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Summer 1
Materials
Core Texts

Traditional Tale

Lucy's Picture
Nicola Moon

The Three Little
Pigs

Michael Recycle
Ellie Bethel

Mathematics
Description

Unit
Addition and
Subtraction Within
20
Depth of Numbers
Within 20

Numbers Beyond 20

Expected Band
There is an expectation
that all pupils will be
reading at least Green
Books 1-5 by the end of
Summer 1

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Commutativity
Explore addition and subtraction
Compare two amounts
Relationship between doubling and halving
Explore numbers and strategies
Recognise and extend patterns
Apply numbers, shape and measures knowledge
Count forwards and backwards
One more one less
Estimate and count
Grouping and Sharing
Phonics
Descriptor

Pupils will continue to be assessed on their phonic awareness and will be grouped across the year
group to continue their programme of carefully structured daily RWI phonics lessons.
These groups will be ability based.
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Summer 1
Materials
Physical Education
Suggested Activities

Topic

Children will have opportunities to develop their skills in
•
Throwing and catching
•
Rolling and receiving
•
Aiming at and hitting targets
•
Using bats and beanbags and bats and balls

Refining Skills

Personal, social, and emotional development (incidentally and explicitly taught)
Self-regulation
Managing Self
Building relationships
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Speak in familiar groups, talk about their ideas and choose resources they need to use for activities
To be aware of and confidently verbalise when they do and don’t need help
Identify and discuss how they and others show feelings
To use steps to negotiate and solve problems when needed
To be able to adapt behaviour when familiar routines change
To make plans and often see them to fruition
To be able to modulate emotions and change behaviour to move forward

Specialist Subjects
Music

Spanish
Summer Songs 1

Faith

Outdoor Learning

Band JAM – pitch, dynamics and
instrumentation

Animals: Animal families / Dear Zoo

Religious Education – Islam
Religious Stories
Religious Times
Muhammed (pbuh) and the
Sleeping Cat

Muhammad’s (pbuh)
Birthday

Religious Figures
The Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh)

Subject Specific
Science

Understanding the World
History

Investigating
Materials

Plastic Past and
Present

Geography
Houses and Homes

PSED
Focused Circle Time

Expressive Arts & Design

Environmental
Awareness

Working with
textiles

Art/DT

Excursion

•

Visit to London Zoo (Reinforcement of mapping skills)
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Summer 2
Healthy Lifestyle
Core Texts

Traditional Tale

Good Enough to
Eat
Lizzie Rockwell

The Gingerbread
Man

Amelia Bedelia's
First Apple Pie
Herman Parish

Mathematics
Description

Unit
Money

•
•
•

Coin recognition and values
Combinations to total 20p
Change from 10p

Measures

•
•
•
•

Describe capacities
Compare volumes
Compare weights
Estimate, compare and order lengths

Shape and Pattern

•
•

Describe and sort 2D and 3D shapes
Recognise, complete and create patterns

Expected Band
There is an expectation
that all pupils will be
reading at least Green
Books 6-10 by the end of
Summer 2

Phonics
Descriptor
Pupils will continue to be assessed on their phonic awareness and will be grouped across the year
group to continue their programme of carefully structured daily RWI phonics lessons.
These groups will be ability based.
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Summer 2
Healthy Lifestyle
Physical Education
Suggested Activities

Topic
•
•
•
•

Team Games and
Races

Team games with and without equipment
Races against other children
Races against the clock
Summer themed music and movement activities

Personal, social, and emotional development (incidentally and explicitly taught)
Self-regulation
Managing Self
Building relationships
•
•
•
•
•
•

To welcome and value praise for their achievements.
Adapt behaviour appropriately and take changes of routine in their stride eg school trips, transition.
To explain personal achievements.
To understand and explain rules and boundaries
To respond to restorative justice
To talk about how they approach and complete tasks referring to the school values

Spanish

Specialist Subjects
Music

Summer Songs 2

Rehearsal and Performance

Faith

Outdoor Learning
Outdoor Adventure: Teddy Bear’s
Picnic

Religious Education - Humanism
Religious Stories
Religious Times
Being Happy

Respect

Religious Figures
Our Environment

Subject Specific
Science
What does our body
need to stay
healthy?

Understanding the World
History

Geography

Kitchens
now and then

Food from other
countries

PSED
Focused Circle Time
Going for Goals

Expressive Arts & Design

Art/DT
Sculpture
Food faces

Excursion

•

Visit of a theatre company
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