Nursery Curriculum

Underpinning Themes

A Unique
Child

Positive
Relationships

Enabling
Environment

Learning and
Development
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EYFS Themes
A Unique Child:
• Home Visits
• Family Links
• Birthday Celebrations
• Look What I Can Do!
• My Learning Journey
• My Ideas, Creations and Interests

Positive Relationships:
• ARISE Values
• Belonging
• School Community
• Class Community
• Group Community
• My Teachers
• People Who Help Us
• My Friends
• Groups Outside School

Enabling Environments:
• Well planned and resourced indoor and outdoor spaces that
promote independence encouraging
• Learning and Development
• Playing and Exploring
• Active Learning
• Creating and Thinking Critically
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Prime Areas
Area

Strand

Children will be encouraged to

Personal,
Social & Emotional Development

•
•
•

Self Regulation

Managing
Self

Building
Relationships

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication and Language

•

Listening and
Attention

Speaking

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Physical
Development

Gross
Motor Skills

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Fine
Motor Skills

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.
Increasingly follow rules and understand why these are important.
Show an awareness of behavioural expectations and boundaries and to usually adapt their
behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine.
Talk with others to solve minor conflicts.
Know that some words and actions can hurt other people’s feelings.
Accept the needs of others and tolerate delay if their own needs are not immediately met.
Observe the effects of activity on their bodies and be able to tell an adult if they are hungry,
thirsty or if they want to rest.
Show more confidence in new, social situations.
Speak freely about their home and family and about their needs, wants, interests and opinions.
Be able to talk about their feelings.
Show increasing resilience and perseverance.
Select and use activities and resources and enjoy the responsibility of carrying out small tasks.
Take increasing responsibility for their own possessions and for their personal hygiene.
Begin to dress themselves independently.
Play cooperatively with other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.
Initiate conversation and attend to and take account of what others say.
Demonstrate friendly behaviour towards both children and adults.
Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.
Begin to understand how others might be feeling.
Listen attentively to stories.
Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories.
Understand and answer simple ‘why’ questions
Understand a question or instruction that has more than one part.
Develop two-channelled attention so that they can listen and do for short periods.
Listen and respond to ideas expressed by others.
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, and express their point of view.
Start a conversation and continue this back and forth for many turns.
Use a range of tenses when speaking.
Use talk to organise themselves in their play.
Learn and use new vocabulary.
Ask questions to find out more, and to check they understand what has been said to them.
Describe events in some detail.
Listen carefully to and join in with rhymes and songs, taking notice of how they sound.
Learn poems, rhymes and songs.
Experiment with different ways of moving in order to develop their range of movement skills.
Move freely and with confidence in a range of ways, adjusting speed and/or direction to avoid
obstacles, to jump off objects and land safely and to travel with confidence and skill around,
under, over and through balancing and climbing equipment.
Walk up and down stairs using alternate feet.
Throw and catch a large ball.
Show increasing control when using other small apparatus.
Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose when responding to a signal.
Use large muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, to paint and to make marks.
To move appropriately to music and to remember sequences and patterns of movement which
are related to music and rhythm.
Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting.
Collaborate with others to manage and move large items.
Learn to use one-handed tools and equipment.
Learn to cut accurately with scissors.
Use a comfortable grip with good control when manipulating pens and pencils.
Start to eat independently and to use cutlery appropriately.
Show a preference for a dominant hand.
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
Handle tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control.
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Specific Areas
Area

Strand

Literacy

Comprehension

Word Reading
Writing

Children will be encouraged to
Understand the five key concepts about print.
•
Print has meaning.
•
Print can have different purposes.
•
English text is written from left to right and from top to bottom.
•
The names of the different part of a book.
•
Page sequencing.
Develop their phonological awareness so that they can
•
Show and awareness of rhyme.
•
Count or clap syllables in a word.
•
Recognise words with the same initial sound.
•
Engage in extended conversations about stories.
•
Hear and say the initial sound in words.
•
Begin to read individual letters by saying the sounds for these.
•
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.
•
Write their own name(s)
•
Write some letters accurately.

•

Mathematics

•
•

Number

•
•

Numerical
Patterns

Understanding the World

The Natural
World

Expressive Arts and Design

•
•

People, Culture
and
Communities
Creating with
Materials

•
•
•
•
•
•

Show an interest in different occupations.
Name, describe and talk about people who are familiar to them.
Make connections between the features of their family and other families.
Understand that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.

•

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced
or seen in photographs.
Draw information from a simple map.
Create using various construction materials.
Realise that tools can be used for a purpose.
Draw with increasing complexity and detail.
Join different materials and explore different textures.
Explore colour and how colours can be changed.
Experiment with different media and materials and combine these to create new effects.
Take part in simple pretend play.
Use an object to represent something else.
Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment.
Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits.
Show different emotions in their drawings.
Remember and sing tuneful songs and create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.
Play percussion instruments with increasing control and rhythm.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Being
Imaginative
and Expressive

Experiment with their own symbols, marks and numerals when engaged in activities.
Solve real world mathematical problems.
Explore and represent patterns.
Describe 2D and 3D shapes using both informal and mathematical language.
Talk about and identify patterns around them.
Begin to see patterns in number.
Develop an awareness of the changing seasons and of the weather associated with the different seasons.
Describe what they see, hear and feel when they are outdoors.
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and of an animal.
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
Explore and respond to different natural phenomena.
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.
Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
Begin to make sense of their own life story and family history.
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.

•
•

•

Past and
Present

Use their growing phonic knowledge and awareness of print when engaged in emergent writing.
Recite the number sequence accurately.
Understand that the last number reached when counting a set of objects tells you how many objects there
are in total. (cardinal principle)
Match the correct numeral to a set of objects.
Demonstrate fast recognition of a small number of objects without having to actually count them.
(subtising)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Autumn 1
PSED Texts

Physical
Development

Personal,
Social & Emotional
Development

Area

Strand
Self-Regulation

Managing Self
Building
relationships

Gross
Motor Skills

Communication
and Language

Fine
Motor Skills

Listening and
Attention

Speaking

Literacy Texts

I won't go there
again

Luna loves the
library

Susan Hill

Anna McQuinn

Pumpkin Soup

The Little Red Hen

Helen Cooper

Traditional Tale

Autumn 1 Content (Prime Areas)
PSED is addressed ALL DAY, EVERY DAY in many different ways, and in everything a child says and does when
he/she is at Nursery, however in this half term we have a particular PSED focus which looks at
New Beginnings:
Children have a number of opportunities to appreciate and celebrate differences and to understand how it feels, and
how important it is to belong to a group. They consider how everybody can be helped to feel safe and happy in the
setting and to understand the routines and expectations there.
They have opportunities to develop the social skills needed to function in a group setting.
They explore the core feelings of happiness, excitement, sadness and fearfulness and learn ways to identify and label
these feelings, distinguishing between comfortable and uncomfortable feelings. They have opportunities to develop
empathy and work out what others are feeling. They learn how their actions can affect other people’s feelings.
Children are encouraged to develop their gross motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Being able to move in a balanced and controlled way.
•
Spatial awareness games.
•
Activities to promote balance, focusing on body parts and body shapes.
•
Travelling games.
•
Write Dance activities.
Children are encouraged to develop their fine motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Dough gym activities to strengthen finger and hand muscles.
•
The development of scissor skills.
•
Opportunities for controlled mark making using a variety of implements.
Throughout the half term there will be regular story times, small group times, carpet times, games with rules that
involve waiting for a turn, opportunities to ask and answer questions and to make relevant comments.
•
Regular ‘Learning to Listen’ games.
There will be regular opportunities for children to take part in discussions and conversations, to speak within and to a
small group, to share news and other experiences and to present uploaded EExAt contributions to others.
•
Topic related vocabulary will be regularly introduced as appropriate.
•
Children will be encouraged to answer simple questions about themselves.
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Autumn 1
Area

Strand

Literacy

Comprehension

Reading

Expressive Arts and Design

Understanding the World

Mathematics

Writing

Number

Numerical Patterns

Autumn 1 Content (Specific Areas)
•
•
•

Throughout the year there will be a drive to foster a love of books and of reading with daily story times drawing
on a wide range of children’s literature both fiction and non-fiction. Poems and rhymes will also be read daily.
•
General sound discrimination
Environmental sounds
Instrumental sounds
Body percussion
•
Hearing and saying the initial sound in words
•
Name recognition
•
Focus on environmental print.
•
Message Centre
•
Many and varied mark making opportunities daily.
•
Making marks in different media.
•
Children will be encouraged to ascribe meaning to their marks.
•
•
•
•
•

Daily practice at chanting the number sequence
Focus on counting sets of objects accurately
Use autumn fruits as a basis for counting
Children will be encouraged to use number names in play.
Opportunities to count claps, jumps, bounces, steps etc

•
•
•
•
•

•

Being able to recognise and understand the concept of a pattern
Looking at natural patterns in the environment – leaves, bark etc.
Looking at patterns in fabrics, on clothes and animal patterns.
Create patterns by lining, placing, building and arranging.
Recognise and continue simple repeating patterns.
Autumn:
Introduce an awareness of the different seasons, how these change throughout the year, and discuss
the basic weather patterns that are associated with the different seasons and autumn in particular.
Plant bulbs in preparation for spring and to develop an awareness of growth and change over time.

•
•

All About Me:
What could I do when I was one, two, or three? What can I do now? How have I changed?

•
•
•

My School
Exploring the school building and the school grounds and getting to know the people who work within
the school and the different jobs they do.
My class – becoming familiar with each other.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Autumn themed provocations for crafts
Colour mixing with autumn colours
Leaf prints/patterns
Opportunities to construct with a range of construction materials
Baking bread (Link to text)
Open access to a ‘Help Yourself’ trolley filled with a range of creative materials
Key skill to develop: Drawing
Scissor skills
Home Corner/mud kitchen
Opportunities for dressing up and for role play.
Small world play and construction play using a variety of resources and materials.
Explore and investigate sounds made by percussion instruments
Daily opportunities to paint and draw
Daily songs, rhymes and the opportunity to move to music.

•

The World

Past and Present

People, Culture and
Communities

Creating with
Materials

Being Imaginative and
Expressive

Children will be encouraged to understand the five key concepts about print.
Children will be encouraged to know that print carries meaning and how to handle books.
Children will be encouraged to understand and follow simple instructions accompanied by visual clues
and gestures.
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Autumn 2
PSED Texts

Ruby's Sword
Jacqueline Veissid

Stanley's Stick
John Hegley

Communication and
Language

Physical
Development

Personal,
Social & Emotional
Development

Area

Strand
Self-Regulation

Managing Self
Building
relationships

Gross
Motor Skills

Fine
Motor Skills

Listening and
Attention

Speaking

Literacy Texts

Stick Man
Julia Donaldson

The Christmas
Book
Dick Bruna

Autumn 2 Content (Prime Areas)
PSED is addressed ALL DAY, EVERY DAY in many different ways, and in everything a child says and does when
he/she is at Nursery, however in this half term we have a particular PSED focus which looks at
Good To Be Me:

There are daily opportunities for children to use story, role-play and puppets together with their natural,
spontaneous play to extend their understanding of the core feelings of happy, sad and afraid, and to
develop a broader vocabulary of feelings to include proud and excited.
Activities include simple relaxation techniques and encourage the children to stand up for themselves, to
be aware of themselves and to verbally express their needs.
Children are encouraged to develop their gross motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Games that involve turning, bouncing and jumping.
•
Being able to use equipment with control.
•
Picking up and carrying activities.
•
Steering activities.
•
Write Dance activities.
Children are encouraged to develop their fine motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Continuing with dough gym activities to strengthen finger and hand muscles.
•
Continuing to develop and extend scissor skills.
•
Themed art and craft activities which promote fine motor skills.
Throughout the half term there will be regular story times, small group times, carpet times, games with rules that
involve waiting for a turn, opportunities to ask and answer questions and to make relevant comments.
•
This half term, the children will also be introduced to Tales Toolkit through which they will be encouraged
to listen to, create and tell stories.
•
Regular games to develop auditory memory
There will be regular opportunities for children to take part in discussions and conversations, to speak within and to a
small group, to share news and other experiences and to present their uploaded EExAt contributions to others.
•
Topic related vocabulary will continue to be regularly introduced as appropriate.
•
Tales Toolkit will continue to be used to inspire children to tell their own stories.
•
Children will be encouraged to tell their own stories and anecdotes.
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Autumn 2
Area

Strand

Literacy

Comprehension

Reading

Writing

Throughout the year there will be a drive to foster a love of books and of reading with daily story times drawing
on a wide range of children’s literature both fiction and non-fiction. Poems and rhymes will also be read daily.
•
Recognition of familiar signs and labels and of their own name and the names of other children.
•
Linking sounds and letters.
•
To be able to hear and say initial sounds in words.
•
Teach the picture sounds and speed sounds.
•
Voice Sounds.
•
Alliteration.
•
Message Centre
•
Writing for a purpose – labels, cards, messages etc.
•
Many and varied daily mark making opportunities.
•
Children will continue to be encouraged to ascribe meaning to their marks.
•
Children will recognise and write some letters from their names.
•
•
•
•
•

The World

•
•
•
•
•
•

Past and Present

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Festivals of Light
Diwali: How this is celebrated? Traditions, clothes, food etc
Guy Fawkes Night – fireworks
Hanukkah: How this is celebrated? Traditions, clothes, food etc
Christmas: How is this celebrated? Traditions, clothes, food etc
Christmas and firework themed provocations for crafts
Festive cookery
Stick Men
Creating with clay – Diva lamps for Diwali or the children’s own clay creations.
Continued access to the ‘Help Yourself’ trolley filled with an increasing range of creative materials.
Key skill to develop: Painting
Scissor skills
Seasonal dressing Up
Dramatic role play.
Small world play and construction play.
Creating from a stick.
Daily opportunities to paint and draw
Daily songs, rhymes and the opportunity to move to music.
The opportunity to take part in a Christmas performance.

Numerical Patterns

•
•
•

Understanding the World

•
•

Expressive Arts and Design

Children will be encouraged to understand and follow simple instructions without visual clues.
Children will be encouraged to show by their responses that they have understood an experience or
event.

Continued daily practice at chanting the number sequence
Focus on counting sets of objects accurately with 1-1 correspondence.
Focus on numeral recognition
Numbers around us.
Children will be encouraged to use graphic representations to record number explorations in pictures,
during activities and when mark making.
Children will be encouraged to:
Develop an awareness of shape, naming shapes and describing their properties.
Develop shape patterns.
Copy pegboard patterns and devise their own, becoming aware of the difference between just filling a
peg board with pegs and using pegs to create a pattern
Be able to describe patterns.
Copy, continue and devise simple repeating patterns.
Light and Dark:
Talk about winter approaching. How do we know?
Preparation for winter
Humans – warm clothes
Discuss animals that hibernate and birds that migrate.
Daylight/darkness – torch experiments.
Plant an amaryllis bulb and monitor its rapid growth over the half term.
Electricity
What did people do when they couldn’t switch on a light?
Use ‘The Christmas Story’ to compare life now with life before public transport, internet, phones etc.

Number

Mathematics

Autumn 2 Content (Specific Areas)
•
•

People, Culture and
Communities

Creating with
Materials

Being Imaginative and
Expressive
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Spring 1
PSED Texts

Communication
and Language

Physical
Development

Personal,
Social & Emotional
Development

Area

Strand
Self-Regulation

Managing Self
Building
relationships

Gross
Motor Skills

Fine
Motor Skills
Listening and
Attention

Speaking

Literacy Texts

Big Snow

Ruby's Sword

Jonathan Bean

Jaqueline Veissid

Cleversticks

Stanley's Stick

Bernard Ashley

John Hegley

Spring 1 Content (Prime Areas)
PSED is addressed ALL DAY, EVERY DAY in many different ways, and in everything a child says and does when
he/she is at Nursery, however in this half term we have a particular PSED focus which looks at
Say No To Bullying:
Children have opportunities to appreciate and celebrate differences and to understand how it feels and how
important it is to belong to a group. They learn that when somebody or some people are repeatedly unkind to another
person it is called bullying and that we do not tolerate bullying at Ark Franklin. Children will be encouraged to
recognise common forms of unkindness such as name calling, leaving others out and intimidation. They will have the
chance to revisit uncomfortable feelings associated with such behaviour. Children will have opportunities to
appreciate how someone might feel when they are called names or are left out and will think about this in terms of
fairness. The importance of sharing worries and telling an adult when and why you are upset is stressed and modelled.
Children are encouraged to develop their gross motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Being able to use equipment with control.
•
Rolling and receiving activities.
•
Aiming games.
•
Write Dance activities.
Children are encouraged to develop their fine motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Further opportunities for controlled mark making using an increasing variety of implements.
•
Further opportunities to use one handed tools and equipment including cutlery.
Throughout the half term there will be regular story times, small group times, carpet times, games with rules that
involve waiting for a turn, opportunities to ask and answer questions and to make relevant comments.
•
There will be regular games to develop aural attention span.
There will be regular opportunities for children to take part in discussions and conversations, to speak within and to a
small group, to share news and other experiences and to present their uploaded EExAt contributions to others.
•
Topic related vocabulary will continue to be regularly introduced as appropriate.
•
Tales Toolkit will continue to be used regularly as will ‘Time for Talk’ activities.
•
Children will be encouraged to use past, present and future tenses appropriately in speech.
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Spring 1
Area

Strand

Literacy

Comprehension

Reading

Understanding the World

Mathematics

Writing

Number

Numerical Patterns

The World

Past and Present

Spring 1 Content (Specific Areas)
•
•

Children will be encouraged to respond to instructions with two or more parts.
Children will increasingly be encouraged to answer simple ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ questions.

Throughout the year there will be a drive to foster a love of books and of reading with daily story times drawing
on a wide range of children’s literature both fiction and non-fiction. Poems and rhymes will also be read daily.
•
Activities to enable children to hear and say initial sounds in words.
•
Oral blending and segmenting.
•
Linking sounds and letters.
•
Reinforce picture sounds and speed sounds.
•
Writing for a purpose – labels, cards, messages etc.
•
Many and varied daily mark making opportunities.
•
Children will continue to be encouraged to ascribe meaning to the marks they make.
•
Children will begin to write their names with support or at least some letters from their names.
•
Children will be encouraged to ‘make messages’ for others in their play.
•
There will be a focus on the correct formation of letters.
•
Continued daily practice at chanting the number sequence starting at different points.
•
Continue to focus on counting sets of objects accurately with 1-1 correspondence.
•
Continue to focus on numeral recognition
•
Find totals by counting accurately and by combining groups of objects.
•
•
•
•

Sequencing patterns and activities.
Arrange a set of objects in order of size, from the smallest to largest
Arrange a set of objects according to weight, from the lightest to the heaviest.
Introduce comparative language.

•
•
•
•
•

Winter:
Outside Now: Regular opportunities to explore and investigate the environment to experience winter.
Winter weather related explorations and investigations
Snow, ice, frost fog etc – hands on investigations
It is winter but will it snow? (Link to Text)
Winter clothes and footwear.

•
•
•

People Who Help Us
Who helps us in our community and how do they do this?
Emergency Services – Visits from police, fire brigade, school nurse.
Look at uniforms and emergency vehicles then and now.

•
•

Chinese New Year: How is this celebrated? Traditions, clothes, food etc
Shrove Tuesday: why do we eat pancakes on this day?

•
•
•
•
•

Winter themed provocations for crafts
Cooking Chinese food (link to text)
Daily access to the ‘Help Yourself’ trolley filled with an increasing range of creative materials.
Children to be taught skills of joining materials to enhance their creations.
Den making both inside and outdoors
Key skill to develop: Printing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency services dressing up and role play.
Small world play
Construction play.
Daily opportunities to paint and draw
Daily songs and rhymes
Music and movement
Opportunities to re-enact Tales Toolkit stories created by the children.

Expressive Arts and Design

People, Culture and
Communities

Creating with
Materials

Being Imaginative and
Expressive
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Spring 2
PSED Texts

Literacy Texts

Jasper's Beanstalk

Communication and
Language

Physical
Development

Personal,
Social & Emotional
Development

Area

Strand
Self-Regulation

Managing Self
Building
relationships

Gross
Motor Skills

Fine
Motor Skills

Listening and
Attention

Speaking

Chick to Hen

Nick Butterworth and
Mick Inkpen

Elspeth Collins

Jabari Jumps

Six Little Chicks

Gaia Cornwall

Jez Alborough

Spring 2 Content (Prime Areas)
PSED is addressed ALL DAY, EVERY DAY in many different ways, and in everything a child says and does when
he/she is at Nursery, however in this half term we have a particular PSED focus which looks at
Relationships:
There are opportunities for children to explore the positive feelings of belonging and of feeling cared for. They explore
how they could hurt people’s feelings and how they might feel hurt themselves. Children have opportunities to
consider how actions and words can be hurtful and to develop some strategies to help them to deal with this. They
investigate the concept of fairness and feelings associated with unfair situations. Children begin to explore some of
the feelings that are associated with being left and with losing something or somebody they care about. There are
opportunities for children to find out about things which are alive and dead.
Children are encouraged to develop their gross motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Throwing, catching and bouncing activities.
•
Hitting with a bat.
•
Activities leading to dance.
Children are encouraged to develop their fine motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Opportunities for controlled mark making using an increasing variety of implements.
•
Opportunities to use one handed tools and equipment including cutlery.
•
Themed art and craft activities which will promote fine motor skills.
Throughout the half term there will be regular story times, small group times, carpet times, games with rules that
involve waiting for a turn, opportunities to ask and answer questions and to make relevant comments.
•
The use of ‘Tales Toolkit ‘will be developed and extended and ‘Talk Partner’ activities will be introduced.
There will be regular opportunities for children to take part in discussions and conversations, to speak to and within a
small group, to share news and other experiences and to present their uploaded EExAt contributions to others.
•
Topic related vocabulary will continue to be regularly introduced as appropriate.
•
The use of Tales Toolkit’ will continue to be developed and extended and ‘Talk Partner’ activities will be
introduced.
•
Children will be encouraged to make plans and to describe these to others.
•
Children will be encouraged to ask questions about events which have happened or are about to happen.
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Spring 2
Area

Strand

Literacy

Comprehension

Reading

Understanding the World

Mathematics

Writing

Number

Children will be encouraged to respond to instructions with two or more parts.
Children will increasingly be encouraged to answer simple ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ questions.
Children will be encouraged to understand ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.

Throughout the year there will be a drive to foster a love of books and of reading with daily story times drawing
on a wide range of children’s literature both fiction and non-fiction. Poems and rhymes will also be read daily.
•
Children will be helped to hear and say initial sounds in words.
•
Oral blending and segmenting.
•
Linking sounds and letters.
•
Focus on speed sounds
•
Some pupils may begin to blend and segment CVC words.
•
Children will continue to be encouraged to write for different purposes.
•
There will continue to be many and varied opportunities for mark making.
•
Children will write their names independently, with support or at least be able to form some letters
from their names.
•
Focus on the correct formation of letters.
•
Children will be encouraged to show variation in shape and form when mark making.
•
Continued daily practice at chanting the number sequence both forwards and backwards.
•
Continue to focus on counting sets of objects accurately with 1-1 correspondence.
•
Continue to focus on numeral recognition
•
To recognise and order numbers from 0-5, 0-10 (and beyond if appropriate)
•
To match a numeral to a set of objects.
•
•
•
•
•

The World

•
•
•
•

Past and Present

•
•
•
•
•
•

Sequencing activities looking at the pattern of time.
The sequence of our day.
Days of the week.
Months of the year.
Seasons of the year.
Spring:
Look for signs of spring. What are these and how do you know?
Hands on explorations and investigations of the environment.
Concept of new life and growth.
Delivery of incubator containing fertilised eggs. Children to observe these, see the chicks hatch and care
for them for ten days as they monitor their growth.
Plant beans and monitor their growth.
Have the bulbs that were planted in autumn produced shoots or flowers?
Look at the different parts of a plant.
How did our bulbs become flowers? What happened to them underground?
Then and now: bulb - flower
egg - chick sequence the process and talk through each stage.

•
•
•

What do you do when you don’t come to school.? (link to text)
Ballet, Mini-Picasso, football, tennis, swimming etc.
Moberly Leisure Centre and Queens Park. Good or bad for the community? Why?

•
•
•
•
•

Spring themed provocations for crafts
Cooking (link to text)
Continued access to the ‘Help Yourself’ trolley filled with an increasing range of creative materials.
Combine a variety of materials to create different effects.
Key skill to develop: Collage

•
•
•
•
•
•

Spring themed small world play, lambs, chicks, rabbits etc. linked to stories and songs.
Small world play and construction play.
Daily opportunities to paint and draw.
Daily songs, rhymes and song sack games.
Music and movement. Opportunities to play instruments.
Opportunities to create and re-enact Tales Toolkit stories.

Numerical Patterns

People, Culture and
Communities

Expressive Arts and Design

Spring 2 Content (Specific Areas)
•
•
•

Creating with
Materials

Being Imaginative and
Expressive
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Summer 1
PSED Texts

Literacy Texts

The Cross With Us
Rhinoceros
Paul Geraghty

Peepo
Janet and Allan
Ahlberg

Personal,
Social &
Emotional
Development

Area

Strand
Self-Regulation
Managing Self
Building
relationships

Communication and
Language

Physical
Development

Gross
Motor Skills

Fine
Motor Skills

Listening and
Attention

Speaking

The Gruffalo
Julia Donaldson

Shark in the Park
Nick Sharratt

Summer 1 Content (Prime Areas)
PSED is addressed ALL DAY, EVERY DAY in many different ways, and in everything a child says and does when
he/she is at Nursery, however in this half term we have a particular PSED focus which looks at
Going for Goals:
Activities this term include covering the early steps in developing feelings of self-worth and competence, decision
making, self-motivation, independence, prediction and thinking logically and analytically. Activities focus on
developing the children’s ability to work towards a self-determined goal and to persevere and to recognise when they
have reached their goal. Children are supported to learn about themselves and their own unique gifts and talents
within the context of their lives.
Children are encouraged to develop their gross motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Using large apparatus effectively.
•
Development of skills when using small apparatus.
Children are encouraged to develop their fine motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
An increasing range of opportunities to use one handed tools and equipment including cutlery and a variety
of mark making implements.
•
Themed art and craft activities which promote fine motor skills.
•
A focus on handwriting and letter formation skills
Throughout the half term there will be regular story times, small group times, carpet times, games with rules that
involve waiting for a turn, opportunities to ask and answer questions and to make relevant comments.
•
There will be regular repetition and innovation games and rhyming activities.
•
Tales Toolkit story telling activities which develop listening skills.
There will be regular opportunities for children to take part in discussions and conversations, to speak to and within a
small group, to share news and other experiences and to present their uploaded EExAt contributions to others.
•
Topic related vocabulary will continue to be regularly introduced as appropriate.
•
There will be regular repetition and innovation games and rhyming activities.
•
Tales Toolkit story telling activities which develop speaking skills.
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Summer 1
Area

Strand

Summer 1 Content (Specific Areas)
•
•

Literacy

Comprehension

Reading

Understanding the World

Mathematics

Writing

Number

Numerical Patterns

The World

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Patterns in number.
Different arrangements of the same number of cubes or dots.
Subtising – fast recognition of these arrangements by encouraging children to say the total number of
cubes without having to actually count them individually.
Use numbers 0-5 (and beyond depending on the abilities of the children.
How many ways can you make 3, 4, 5. 6? Look at the different patterns when doing this.
Monitor bean growth, replant outdoors when appropriate.
Plant a sunflower seed. What do you think your sunflower will look like? Why do you think this?
What conditions will your sunflower need in order to grow?
Go Green!
Why do we separate our rubbish? Why does our fruit waste go in the compost bin?
Reinforce the concept of recycling and ways that we can look after our world.

•

Use the illustrations from ‘Peepo’ to look at differences between then and now.
Compare similarities and differences in to then and now using these illustrations as a starting point.
St. George’s Day : Legend of St. George and the dragon.
Ramadan and Eid: What is Ramadan? Who celebrates Eid? How this is celebrated? Traditions, clothes,
food etc
The Royal Family. Who are they? Where do they live?

Creating with
Materials

•
•
•
•
•

Recycled materials to be used as provocations for crafts
What can you make out of recycled materials?
Telescopes?
Key skill to develop: Sculpture
Daily access to ‘Help Yourself 'Trolley

Being Imaginative and
Expressive

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spring themed small world play, lambs, chicks, rabbits etc. linked to stories and songs.
Gruffalo role play
Small world play and construction play.
Daily opportunities to paint and draw.
An increasing repertoire of songs and rhymes.
Music and movement. Opportunities to play instruments.
Regular use of song sacks.

Past and Present
People, Culture and
Communities

Expressive Arts and Design

Children will be encouraged to follow instructions involving several ideas and actions.
After listening to stories, children will be encouraged to express their views about events or characters
in the story and answer questions about why things happened.
•
Children will be encouraged to show by their discussions and explanations that they understand simple
concepts.
•
Children will be encouraged to demonstrate understanding in their conversations with others by
responding appropriately.
Throughout the year there will be a drive to foster a love of books and of reading with daily story times drawing
on a wide range of children’s literature both fiction and non-fiction. Poems and rhymes will also be read daily.
•
Oral blending and segmenting
•
Linking sounds and letters
•
A continued focus on speed sounds
•
Some pupils may begin to blend and segment CVC words.
•
Some pupils may focus on Word Time
•
Rhythm and rhyme – rhyme books and rhyming stories.
•
Children will continue to be encouraged to write for different purposes.
•
There will be an increasing focus on the correct formation of letters.
•
Children will be encouraged to show variation in shape and form when mark making.
•
Children will be encouraged to adopt ‘features’ of writing such as groups of letters or letter shapes
when mark making in their play.
•
Some children may begin to segment CVC words and use appropriate letters to represent sounds as
they write.
•
Continued daily practice at chanting the number sequence both forwards and backwards.
•
Continue to focus on counting sets of objects accurately with 1-1 correspondence.
•
Continue to focus on numeral recognition
•
Use resources to say one more or one less than a given number.
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Summer 2
PSED Texts

Literacy Texts

Farmer Duck
Martin Waddell

Handa's Surprise
Eileen Browne

Communication and
Language

Physical
Development

Personal,
Social & Emotional
Development

Area

Strand
Self-Regulation

Managing Self
Building
relationships
Gross
Motor Skills

Fine
Motor Skills

Listening and
Attention

Speaking

The Pig in the Pond
Martin Waddell

The Crunching
Munching Caterpillar
Sheridan Cain

Summer 2 Content (Prime Areas)
PSED is addressed ALL DAY, EVERY DAY in many different ways, and in everything a child says and does when
he/she is at Nursery, however in this half term we have a particular PSED focus which looks at
Changes:
Children will consider the ways in which they have changed since starting at Nursery, and in particular how their
social, emotional and behavioural skills have developed. Activities will offer the opportunity for children to make the
link between feelings and behaviour and to predict how unexpected changes might make them feel, as well as
developing some basic strategies for self-management. They learn that some things stay the same in the face of
change, and that uncomfortable feelings don’t last forever. They have opportunities to develop empathy and to
support others.
Children are encouraged to develop their gross motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Using large apparatus effectively.
•
The development of skills when using small apparatus.
•
Activities leading to dance – exploring rhythms.
•
Races and team games.
Children are encouraged to develop their fine motor skills through a wide range of both indoor and outdoor activities
which this half term will specifically include:
•
Opportunities to develop the use of one handed tools and equipment including cutlery and a variety of mark
making implements.
•
Themed art and craft activities which promote fine motor skills.
•
A focus on handwriting and letter formation skills.
Throughout the half term there will be regular story times, small group times, carpet times, games with rules that
involve waiting for a turn, opportunities to ask and answer questions and to make relevant comments.
•
Tales Toolkit story telling developing listening skills
•
Regular games focusing on phonological and phonemic awareness.
There will be regular opportunities for children to take part in discussions and conversations, to speak to and within a
small group, to share news and other experiences and to present their uploaded EExAt contributions to others.
•
Topic related vocabulary will continue to be regularly introduced as appropriate.
•
Tales Toolkit story telling focussing on developing speaking skills.
•
Children will be encouraged to develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or
events and by utilising connectives and added detail.
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Summer 2
Area

Strand

Summer 2 Content (Specific Areas)
•
•

Literacy

Comprehension

Reading

Understanding the World

Mathematics

Writing

Number

Numerical Patterns

The World

Past and Present

Expressive Arts and
Design

People, Culture and
Communities

Creating with
Materials

Being Imaginative and
Expressive

Children will be encouraged to follow instructions involving several ideas and actions.
After listening to stories, children will be encouraged to express their views about events or characters
and answer questions about why things happened, showing some understanding and emotional
involvement with the story.
•
Children will be encouraged to show by their discussions and explanations that they understand simple
concepts.
•
Children will be encouraged to demonstrate understanding in their conversations with others by
responding appropriately.
Throughout the year there will be a drive to foster a love of books and of reading with daily story times drawing
on a wide range of children’s literature both fiction and non-fiction. Poems and rhymes will also be read daily.
•
Oral blending and segmenting
•
Linking sounds and letters
•
Continue to focus on speed sounds
•
Some pupils may begin to blend and segment CVC words.
•
Some pupils may focus on Word Time
•
Rhythm and rhyme.
•
Children will continue to be encouraged to write for different purposes.
•
There will be an increasing focus on the correct formation of letters.
•
Children will be encouraged to show variation in shape and form when mark making.
•
Some children may begin to segment CVC words and use appropriate letters to represent sounds as
they write.
•
Some children may be able to use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their
spoken sounds.
•
Continued daily practice at chanting the number sequence both forwards and backwards.
•
Continue to focus on counting sets of objects accurately with 1-1 correspondence in order to count
reliably.
•
Continue to focus on numeral recognition
•
Use resources to say one more or one less than a given number.
•
To solve real world mathematical problems.
•
Continue to develop an awareness of patterns in number.
•
Explore and represent patterns within numbers.
•
Focus on patterns within the counting sequence.
Summer:
•
Outside Now: Regular opportunities to explore the environment to experience summer first hand.
•
Summer related explorations and investigations
•
Summer clothes and shoes
•
Precautions needed to protect the head and skin during summer.
•
Food we can grow.
•
Harvesting of beans.
•
Foods which promote a healthy lifestyle and foods which do not!
•
Monitoring and replanting of sunflowers.
•
The life cycle of a butterfly. (Delivery of larvae – children watch these develop into butterflies)

•
•
•

My Memories:
My Nursery year – recall of key events.
What will be the same and what will be different in Reception?
Moving on and moving up. Becoming familiar with the Reception environment.

•
•
•
•
•

Caterpillar, butterfly and summer themed craft activities.
Opportunities for small world and construction play.
Key skill to develop: Working with textiles
Using fabrics to create dens.
Open access to a continuously changing range of materials from the ‘Help Yourself’ trolley.

•
•
•

Deconstructed role play both indoors and outside.
Opportunity to perform in a concert in front of parents, family and friends.
Daily opportunities to paint and draw using a variety of different mediums and implements.
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